Pesticides are important to the life of the people and governments of Third World countries where they are extensively used both in agriculture and in public health programmes. Approximately 60% of the workforce of these countries are employed in agriculture' and pesticides are used to control pests that are estimated to devastate at least a third of the potential crops in the countries in the Third World,2 so that benefits result from increased crop yields.
In the field of public health great suffering results from vector borne diseases. It is estimated that malaria results in some 150 million clinical cases a year whereas filariasis affects about 250 million people and schistosomiasis causes debilitating and sometimes fatal disease in some 250 million people. The eradication of these and other vector borne diseases depends to a great extent on the use of pesticides.
This then is the promise of pesticides but their use is, at the same time, associated with hazards to human health.
It is important to appreciate that the type and extent of health hazards arising from the use of pesticides and their consequent impact on national health priorities in the countries of the Third World differ from those encountered in the industrialised countries. Though the industrialised countries use 80% of the world's agrochemicals,3 they probably suffer only 1 % or less of all deaths due to acute pesticide poisoning, so that acute pesticide poisoning is not a major health problem in the countries of the industrialised world. Destruction of manuscripts From 1 July 1985 articles submitted for publication will not be returned. Authors whose papers are rejected will be advised of the decision and the manuscripts will be kept under security for three months to deal with any inquiries and then destroyed.
